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Nicholas Landygo of David Thompson Elementary examines one of the 'balancing' toys at the BIG Little 
Science Centre. This sculpture is titled "Thinking Outside the Box". Nicholas is in Linda Rinaldi's class. 
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BBBIIIGGGSSSccciiieeennnccceee   
This Newsletter is a publication of BIG Little Science Centre Society Box 882 Station Main Kamloops BC V2C 5M8 

New Location: 655 Holt Street Kamloops BC V2B 5G2 Website  http://blscs.org 
Executive Director: Gord Stewart Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC  E-Mail: gord@blscs.org 

Assistant Operator: Susan Hammond Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC E-Mail: susan@blscs.org 
Newsletter Editor:  Dr. Gordon R. Gore (NEW!)  F-411, 3255 Overlander Drive, Kamloops BC  V2B 0A5   

E-Mail: gordongore0@gmail.com 
 

More than 120,000 people have enjoyed visits to or from the BIG Little Science Centre!  
 

This Newsletter is received by more than 1,200 readers. 
Back issues of BIGScience can be viewed at http://www.blscs.org/Downloads/Newsletters/ 

 

The BIG Little Science Centre is open to the public at these times: 
Tuesday to Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

CLOSED SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYS 
Phone: 250 554 2572   E-mail Gord@blscs.org  or  Susan@blscs.org 

 

A family membership is $60.00/year. An individual membership is $45.00/year. A family membership consists 
of five directly related people. (This includes any combination of grandparents, parents and children).!Individual 
day rates are:  

Adults $6     Seniors $4      Youth $3        Family $15. 
Adults – ages 16 to 59          Seniors – ages  60+         Youth – ages 6 to 15 
Visit our website blscs.org for more details on the benefits of membership. 

 
BIG Little Science Centre 

Saturday Event and Show Schedule 
 

Open Tuesday to Saturday from 10am to 4pm. 
985 Holt Street, Kamloops 

 
 
Saturday June 22: Air Pressure Show at 11:00am and 1:30pm 
 
BIG Little Science Centre will be closed June 23 to July 8 for the re-location to 
our new space at the former Twin Rivers Education Centre (655 Holt Street). We 
will re-open Tuesday July 9 with our regular hours of Tuesday to Saturday 10am to 
4pm. 
 

Cancelled:  Saturday June 29: Light and Colour Show 
 
Monday July 1: BIG Little Science Centre Booth in Riverside Park for Canada Day from 8am to 6pm. Drop on by to 
enjoy many cool and fun hands-on science exhibits. A mini science centre in the park! 
 

Susan Hammond, Assistant Operator 
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'Girls Only' Robotics CAMP 
at BIG Little Science Centre 

 
Do you like Robots? Would you like to build and program robots? How about building the fastest or strongest 
robot, or designing the smartest robot that can run though a challenge course? 
If you answered yes to any of the above, then the BIG Little Science Centre Robotics Camp is for you! 

Robotics Camp: July 15th to July 19th from 9:00AM - 3:00PM. 
Quick Facts about the BLSC Robotics Camp: 

• Girls ages 9 and up are encouraged to join in the computer/robotic fun 
• The camp will be using Lego NXT robots. 
• No prior robot construction or programing knowledge is required. Have you heard of: Alfa Rex, the 

Scorpion, the Tribot? As skills develop, new robot designs and more advanced programing will be 
introduced. 

• Space is limited so register early. 
Registration forms are on the BLSC website or at BLSC. 

Deliver or mail the completed registration with payment to: 
BIG Little Science Centre, Box 882, Station Main, Kamloops, B.C.   V2C 5M8 

For more information call: 250-554-2572   OR   send a message to Gord@blscs.org 
 

 
 

Thank you to our sponsor: NewGold.           
                     
 

Summer Camp Schedule at the BIG Little Science Centre 
 

New Location: Twin Rivers Education Centre (old Happyvale School) 
655 Holt St. Kamloops, BC, V2B 5G2 

 

Camp 1    Junior Camp  
  July 15 to July 19         9:00 am to 12:00 pm.            Ages 6-8       $ 85.00 
Camp 2   GIRLS Only Robotics Camp      
  July 15 to July 19        9:00 am to 3:00 pm.   Ages 9 and up  $165.00 
Camp 3   Senior Camp   
  July 22 to July 26        9:00 am to 3:00 pm.    Ages 9 and up  $165.00 
Camp 4   Robotics Camp  

  July 29 to August 2     9:00 am to 3:00 pm.   Ages 10 and up           $165.00 
 

 
Summer Camp Discounts: $10 senior, $5 junior, per week for BIG Little Science Centre Members 
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 Science Fun for Home and School   
(2013 Edition) is available at the BIG Little Science Centre. This handy sourcebook contains 160 pages of 
ideas taken from BIGScience, this newsletter. A source of ideas for science activities and experiments you can 
do with your classes or with your own kids.  

Edited by Gordon R. Gore, Founder of the BIG Little Science Centre. Price: $12.00.  
Save shipping cost by picking up your copy at the BIG Little Science Centre. 

All proceeds from the sale of this book go to the BIG Little Science Centre. 
!

 

 
 

Practical Physics 
Gordon R. Gore 2013 Edition 

BIG Little Science Centre 

  $15.00   

 

 
 

Practical Physics  
 

Contents 
 

 
      
   1  Forces         5 
 
     2 Describing Motion       14 
 
      3 Newton’s Laws of Motion    27 
      
      4 Mechanical Energy      43 
 
     5 Thermal Energy      57 
 
     6 Fluids        75 
 
   7 Static Electricity     112 
 
   8 Current Electricity     130 
 
           9 Magnetism      157 
  
 
    
 

 
 

  
 
This book is designed for teachers who believe that physics is best learned in the practical setting of the laboratory. 
Practical Physics emphasizes learning real physics through hands-on activities. Most equipment used in the 
Investigations is already available in a well-equipped secondary school laboratory, or can easily be obtained locally. 
 Practical Physics consolidates several resources previously created by the author for both general science and 
physics students. [8.5" x 11", 176 pages, black and white] $15.00 
 Practical Physics might be employed as a laboratory textbook for an applied physics course, or as a resource for 
physics activities in any grade level. Topics have been chosen for their interest and their practical nature. It is hoped that 
this book might be used for a course that will encourage many students to try the subject, who might not otherwise take a 
physics course. 
 If you are interested in purchasing a copy contact Gordon Gore at <gordongore0@gmail.com>.  

All proceeds from the sale of this book go to the BIG Little Science Centre. 
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David Thompson Elementary School Grades 2/3 Visit 
 
Linda Rinaldi is retiring this year. This will be her last visit with a class from 'DT'. Linda's class came by city 
bus, taking the Westsyde bus to the downtown bus depot, and then the Parkcrest bus to the Centre in 
Brocklehurst. It was a long day for Linda and her class, but they enjoyed the Light and Colour show and the 
hands-on rooms.  
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A Busy Morning at the BIG Little Science Centre 
 

On the morning of June 18, four classes visited the science centre, and they all requested different 
demonstrations or lab activities. Rob Wielgoz brought his Grade 6 B.E.S.T. class for the Battery lab, Nicole 
Telford's Grade 5/6 class from A. E. Perry came for the Chemical Reaction lab, Sandra Yeast's Grade K/1 
class from David Thompson Elementary School came for the Magnetism demonstration, and Don Schneider's 
Grade 6/7 class from Quesnel came for the Air Pressure show. Susan and Colin ran the busy morning program. 
The photographs illustrate the variety of activities going on. 
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Thank You! Sandra Yeast from David Thompson Elementary School donated two magnetic toys.  
Thank you also for class donations from Summit Elementary School, A. E. Perry Elementary School and 
Kay Bingham Elementary School. Your generosity is very much appreciated. 
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Extracurricular Activities of the BIG Little Science Centre 
Susan Hammond, Assistant Operator 

!
The above photo was taken at the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation Walk to cure diabetes, June 9. It 
shows the BIG Little Science Centre tent with Chris, Digger and Craig. Digger is the Blazers’ Mascot. Chris 
and Craig work for Telus and were volunteering their time to set up and take down. Telus is a major sponsor for 
the event. We have also had a travel booth at the BC Wildlife Park June 16 for the Prostate Cancer 
Foundation of BC and June 20 for the kick off information event for Canada Day at Riverside Park. 
 

Parkcrest Gifted Program 

 
 
Barbara Berndt's gifted group from Parkcrest Elementary School enjoyed their last session for the school 
year last week. Parkcrest Elementary School made a generous donation to the BIG Little Science Centre. 
Thank you, Parkcrest! 
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How Things Work at the BIG Little Science Centre 
 

    
 

Left: The Mysterious 'U-Tube': A U-shaped plastic tube appears to be filled with a single red 
liquid. However, the height of the liquid on the left side is higher than the liquid on the right 
side. If there were just one liquid in the U-tube, both sides should be at the same level. Is it 
magic? No. There is science involved. We poured water (and red food colouring) into the U-
tube. Then, we poured an equal volume of methanol (alcohol) (with the same red food 
colouring) into the left side of the tube. The two liquids do not immediately mix well, so that we 
have alcohol, with approximately 80% of the density of water, on the left, and water on the 
right. This means that we need a higher volume of alcohol to balance the force of gravity on the 
column of water. Over time, both liquids evaporate and also slowly mix. We place a stopper on 
the top of each column to slow evaporation, and we occasionally 'top off' the alcohol column so 
that the effect is maintained. 
 

Right: The Sensitive Plant (Mimosa Pudica: This fascinating plant is native to South and 
Central America, but is valued universally for its curiosity value. The leaves of the mimosa 
close up in darkness and reopen when exposed to light. The mimosa plant also responds to 
stimuli including touch, shaking, wind, and warmth. When the plant experiences one of these 
stimuli, water pressure inside the cells of the stems is lowered, causing the leaflets to close. Full 
details of how this works have not yet been worked out. 
 The mimosa plants at the BIG Little Science Centre are now about 6 months old, and 
we expect them to produce flowers soon. The flowers will be globe-shaped and pink, and will 
produce hard-shelled seeds about 2-3 mm in diameter.  
 In the morning the leaves are usually folded up, but as soon as the lights are turned on 
and sunlight comes through the windows, the mimosa returns to its normal bushy shape. 
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Farewell to George Hilliard School 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre is closed until July 9. Staff and volunteers 
are busy moving eight rooms full of science equipment and furniture to the 
new site, at the old Happyvale Elementary School (Twin Rivers Education 
Centre) at 655 Holt Street. 
 
 There is a great deal of work to be done moving all this equipment 
and then setting it up again. Thank you to all of you who are working to 
accomplish this task. 
 
 This will be the last newsletter for a while, but I hope to publish one 
when the new Centre has been set up for your enjoyment.  
 
 Have a pleasant summer, and be sure to drop by the new BIG Little 
Science Centre after July 8. 
 
 
 

Gordon Gore 
Editor, BIGScience 

 
 
 
   


